
ABC:
Advocating By Communication

How You Can Help the
Lacey Township School District
Fight to Restore and Preserve

MILLIONS of DOLLARS
in State Aid To Support Our Students



History of Cuts and Appeal
March 2018 - After many years of struggling with stagnant state aid, our district received a very slight 
increase in state aid for the 2018-2019 school year. Even with that very slight increase in state aid, the 
district was forced to eliminate approximately 12 positions. The district also had to scale down facilities 
improvements and , reject curriculum and technology initiatives in order to build a balanced budget.

July 2018 - The district received a revised state aid notice revealing that the district actually lost almost 
$600,000 in state aid for the 2018-2019 school year. The district was forced to put the burden on the backs 
of the local taxpayers and applied for waivers and banked cap to increase property taxes by almost 5%. 

August 2018 - The district submits a compelling appeal to the Commissioner of Education to restore the loss 
of state aid.

October 2018 - The Commissioner of Education denies the district’s appeal. 

October 2018 - The district joins other school districts in a lawsuit to block state aid cuts.

March 2019 - The district is notified that it will lose another $623,156 in state aid for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The district was unable to increase property taxes by more than 2.0%. As a result, the district was 
forced to eliminate programs and staff.

August 2019 - The district submits yet another compelling appeal to the Commissioner of Education to 
restore the loss of state aid.

December 2019 - The Commissioner of Education denies the district’s appeal. 

January 2020 - The district asks the Commissioner of Education to reconsider his position - requesting a 
face-to-face meeting to discuss the issue.



The Future of School Funding
(S2)

In addition to this year’s cuts, the recently 
passed school finance reform legislation (S2)

will impact the district in the future:
2019-2020 = $623,156

2020-2021 = $956,038

2021-2022 = $1,189,296

2022-2023 = $1,113,760

2023-2024 = $692,556

2024-2025 = $218,702

Total of almost
$4.8 million will be 

lost in state aid over 
the next 6 years

State Aid Cuts at a 
Glance



What are we doing?

● ADVOCATING for our children by contacting our legislators 
and the Commissioner of Education

● EXPLAINING how these cuts will impact our children

● ASKING that the district not be penalized for:
○ Being efficient and responsible with our spending
○ Planning ahead for facilities improvements
○ Ensuring we have a responsible amount of surplus for a 

district our size



Lacey is in NJ Legislative District 9

District 9 includes the following municipalities:

Our State Representatives are:

● Senator Christopher J. Connors
● Assemblywoman Dianne C. Gove
● Assemblyman Brian Rumpf





Contacting Legislators By Email 

Visit:
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/districts/m
unicipalities.asp#L

● Select District 9 Legislators (or 
search by municipality)

● Select individual names to find 
specific contact information.

● For Senate President Stephen 
M. Sweeney, click here: 
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/memb
ers/BIO.asp?Leg=216

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/districts/municipalities.asp#L
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/districts/municipalities.asp#L
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=216
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=216


Contacting Commissioner Repollet by Email 

Visit:
https://www.state.nj.us/education/paren
ts/contact.htm

● Fill Out Fields 
● Type or paste your message in box 

provided. 
● Include that you would like your 

message sent to Commissioner 
Repollet.

● Use pull-down menu to select 
subject (School Funding/ State 
Aid) 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/parents/contact.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/education/parents/contact.htm

